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February 8, 2016 

 
Dear Sierra Club Member, 

 
This letter contains important information about a potential ecological disaster that the leadership 

of the San Francisco Bay chapter of the Sierra Club supports. Members should know what is being 

advocated in our names! 

 

The local Sierra Club leadership supports a project in the East Bay Hills to cut down nearly half a 

million trees — eucalyptus, Monterey pine, acacias. Three land managers plan to cut down the trees 

on over 2,000 acres. The trees will be chipped and left as a 2-foot-deep layer of mulch. The forests        

will be replaced by  a landscape of scrub and     grasses. 

 
Although it’s being billed as a fire-safety plan, the project area will actually be LESS fire-safe. The 

wood chips left behind will dry out and provide a fuel source for fires. Shrubs and grasses are more 

flammable than trees. Without trees to shade them and provide fog drip to keep them moist, the  

scrub and grasses will dry out, becoming even more flammable. The windbreak that trees provide will 

be lost, increasing wind-driven fires — the worst kind — in the remaining scrub and grasses. The real 

reason behind the tree cutting is that the trees are not “native” and, in the opinion of the promo ters  

of this project, don’t belong there. 

 

The project will use thousands of gallons of toxic herbicides to keep the trees from re-sprouting. 

The San Francisco Bay Sierra Club leadership explicitly refuses to oppose herbicide use. Chapter 

leaders claim herbicides will be used in only minimal amounts. However, just one of the three land 

managers has already estimated it will use 2250 gallons of herbicides on its section alone. The     

herbicides used (RoundUp™ glyphosate, Garlon™ triclopyr, and Stalker™ imazapyr) are known to be 

harmful to wildlife, pets, and humans. Thousands of gallons of herbicides will be introduced into 

the highest points of the East Bay. From there, they can get into the local watershed, increasing the 

toxins’ reach far beyond the project    area. 

 
Though Chapter leaders call this a “restoration” project, it actually includes NO plans to re-plant 

the 2000+ acres. Once the trees are cut down, the project area will likely become overgrown with  

scrub, particularly broom and grass, most of which are not native and more flammable than the trees    

they replace. Native trees like redwood or oak will NOT be planted to replace the trees cut down. 

Native trees cannot grow in most of the project area. The hills were treeless before the arrival of 

Europeans. Trees from other parts of California and other countries were chosen and planted because 

they are the species that are best adapted to our local conditions. John Muir, founder of the Sierra 

Club, planted non-native trees around his home in Martinez and was as fond of them as many of us 

are today. 

 

This environmental disaster will release tons of carbon into the atmosphere as the trees, which 

fight climate change when alive, start to decay. The windbreak the trees provided will be lost, as 

will erosion protection from their root systems. Many empirical studies document the rich biodiversity 

of the existing urban forests. Bees, hummingbirds, and Monarch butterflies require eucalyptus trees 

during winter months when there are few other sources of nectar. Hawks and owls nest in the 

branches. This habitat will be lost. Yet Chapter leaders support destroying these forests. 



Chapter leaders have sued because destroying half a million trees is not enough — they want 

every single non-native tree on the 2000-acre project area cut down. This suit will only increase 

the  environmental  damage  done  by  the  project,  increasing  all  of  the  problems  outlined  above,    

with  no  benefit. 

 
These projects are hugely unpopular. An Environmental Impact Statement on the projects received 

13,000 comments, 90% opposing the clear-cutting projects. A petition opposing the projects  

received 65,000 signatures in just a few weeks. 

 

A petition to the Sierra Club to quit advocating for this project and to withdraw the lawsuit 

demanding even more trees be cut down already has over 2,700 signatures, many from current 

or former Sierra Club members. The petition was delivered to headquarters of the local chapter on 

August 25, 2015. The petition authors, including myself, have tried to meet with Chapter leaders to 

talk about this, but they have refused to meet with us. We have tried to get it on the Conservation 

Committee’s agenda, but have been repeatedly refused. We have submitted letters to the editor to 

combat misinformation printed in articles in The Yodeler about this project, but Club leaders have 

refused to publish them. Therefore I am sending this letter to the members of the San Francisco Bay 

Chapter so you can get the information about this disastrous project that Chapter leadership has  

tried so hard to keep you from seeing. 

 
The Sierra Club’s support for these projects to destroy trees and use toxic herbicides is a betrayal 

of the environmental values on which the Sierra Club was founded. 

 

That is why we have enclosed a postcard on which you can indicate your opposition to the Sierra 

Club’s endorsement of deforestation and pesticide use on our public lands in the San Francisco 

Bay Area.  If you agree with our opposition to this project (as well as our opposition to the Club’s  

lawsuit demanding that ALL non-native trees be destroyed) please put a stamp on the postcard and      

put it in the mail to us.   We will forward the postcards to the leadership of the Sierra Club who are   

named  on  the postcard. 

 
Thank you for reading this and informing yourself about these projects, and for letting Chapter 

leaders know what you think about their policies. 

 
Mary McAllister 

Sierra Club Member 

Enclosure 

 

For more information: 

 

On the East Bay projects:  https://goo.gl/asfGKu 

On the petition to the Sierra Club: http://goo.gl/3RS0PI 

On the use of herbicides in project areas: http://goo.gl/jn0O3Q 

On how deforestation contributes to climate change:  http://goo.gl/jn0O3Q 

On the Bay Area’s “native” landscape:  http://goo.gl/GjRcAC 

On the Sierra Club’s lawsuit for more tree cutting: http://goo.gl/icKIkO 

On the petition opposing the East Bay projects: http://goo.gl/4GVioo 

On biodiversity of the eucalyptus forest:  http://goo.gl/Oi1ye4 

Other specific questions: scquestions16@gmail.com 
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